NG Study Guide: Ma.. 26:6-13 "The King Anointed" [8.13.17]

Love God + know the Bible be.er:
1. Read the passage cited above, and try to answer the ques9ons below before your group meets.
2. Leader note: Please review the brief instruc2ons for leaders at the bo5om.

The Study

Thesis: It was days before the cross, and the feast of Passover. Passover commemorates God’s deliverance from
bondage in Egypt. It is cri9cal to know that the Jews were not simply being set free from slavery, but were being
set free to worship God [Ex. 5:1]. It is not only, “Let my people go” but “Let my people go that they may worship
me.” We to can be set free from slavery to sin, and set-free to worship God. What is worship? Worship is more
than songs of praise, although they can be a great expression of worship. Worship involves passionate devoMon,
reverence and adoraMon. What does true worship look like? How do you become a worshiper?

I. What true worship looks like [6-13]
A. Gives God your best [6-7]
Jesus was in Bethany, about two miles from Jerusalem, at the home of Simon a leper [6] who was presumed to be
the father of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. He held a feast to honor Jesus, who had healed him of his leprosy [6,
26:6]. It was days before the Passover [Jn. 12:1] and thus the cross. The woman [7] is iden9ﬁed by John as Mary
the sister of Lazarus and Martha. John also notes the very costly fragrant oil [7] was essence of nard an extremely
expensive fragrance from India. The perfume would likely be used on her wedding day. In John’s gospel, Judas
declared the oil could have been sold for 300 denarii [Jn.12:5] the equivalent of a year’s salary for a soldier or
worker. Ma[hew tells us that it was an alabaster ﬂask, and Mark tells us that the ﬂask was broken [Ma[.26:7, Mk.
14:3]. Once broken the en9re contents would be poured out. There was no holding back in her generous and
extravagant sacriﬁce to honor Jesus.
I want to sacriﬁce and choose to give God my best

When King David sought to purchase land to build an altar to God, Araunah oﬀered to give his land at the summit
of Mt. Moriah in Jerusalem to the king. David refused the oﬀer no9ng that he would not oﬀer sacriﬁces to his God
with that which costs him nothing. All true worship involves sacriﬁce, and choosing to give God your best.
Unfortunately, too oden God is at or near the bo[om of our priori9es. We want to give him our ﬁrseruits rather
than ledovers. I desperately want to give God my best, and I’m challenged by other aﬀec9ons that compete for my
a[en9on. And like Mary and David, when given choices, I want to choose to give God my best.
I want to ﬁll my world with the fragrance of Christ
Mary poured the oil on Jesus’s head as he sat at (or leaned before) the table [7]. John records that Mary anointed
Jesus’ feet with the oil and wiped his feet with her hair [Jn.12:3]. There is beau9ful humility in her ac9ons that is
characteris9c of all true worship. As you imagine the scene, you appreciate that the same fragrance that was upon
Jesus was then upon Mary. John notes that the house was ﬁlled with the fragrance [Jn. 12:3]. Imagine that your
life spread the aroma of Jesus. The fragrance of Christ will ﬁll your home, workplace, school, and community,
when you are a true worshiper of Jesus.

B. Ministers to Jesus [8-13]
I want to bless Jesus despite opposiMon
Ma[hew records that the disciples were indignant, and complained that it was wasteful [8], and John notes that it
was Judas who exclaimed that it was wasteful and that the perfume could have been sold and the money given to
the poor [Jn. 12:4]. It sounds spiritual, but John informs us that Judas didn’t care about the poor, but as the
treasurer he would steal from the disciples’ money [Jn.12:6]. It appears that Judas inﬂuenced the other disciples
to think that Mary’s act was a waste.

There will always be people who will oppose true worship of the True and Living God. They will say it is a waste to
spend 9me learning the Bible, praying, and taking 9me to contemplate God. They will say that going to church to
worship God, or serving the marginalized in the name of Jesus is a waste. They will declare that giving of your
money to advance the gospel is a waste. And they will ridicule involvement in small group to grow as a worshiper
as a waste. Nevertheless, true worshipers con9nue their extravagant worship despite opposi9on.
When King David par9cipated in a procession to return the ark of the Lord to Jerusalem, he was overcome with joy
and he danced before the Lord in his linen ephod. His wife, Michal, rebuked David for uncovering himself like a
common fellow. David replied that he would be even more undigniﬁed before the Lord as He humbled himself
[2Sam. 6:14-21]. Forget what others think, and their opposi9on and seek to bless the Lord as a true worshiper. The
Hebrew word hallal, the root of hallelujah, is frequently translated simply praise, but it also means to be
clamorously foolish or mad before the Lord. When was the last 9me you just poured out your heart to God
without thinking about what others were thinking?
Q1. What are some ways that you’ve experienced opposi;on to your worship of God?

I want to care for the needs of others as an act of worship to bless Jesus [10-13]
The Lord corrected the disciples for troubling Mary, and He was quick to defend her. What Mary did blessed Jesus,
and anointed Him for his burial [10-12]. Jesus predicted that Mary’s anoin9ng would be remembered wherever
the gospel is proclaimed as a memorial to her devo9on to Him [13]; and her passionate worship is remembered to
this day. Jesus was not in9ma9ng that the Church should neglect the poor. But He was making it clear that
worshipping God is the priority. All of our social jus9ce and charitable deeds (good works) should be mo9vated by
a desire to worship and glorify God [Ma[. 5:16]. There will always be needs of the poor to help,

“For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall open your hand wide to
your brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land” [Dt. 15:11]. Remember, caring for needs of others,
especially the marginalized, in Jesus’ name is an expression of worship that blesses Him; and it is as if we were
ministering to Him directly [Ma[. 25:34-40].

Q2. Discuss with your group how you could care for the needs of others, either as a group or individually, as an
act of worship to bless Jesus

II. How to become a true worshiper [Jn. 10-11]
A. Spend Mme with Jesus
Mary is known for spending 9me at the feet of Jesus while her sister Martha was busy cooking. When Martha
complained to Jesus that Mary should be helping her, Jesus declared that Mary had chosen the be[er part and it
would not be taken from her [Jn. 10:42]. Martha’s service was an expression of worship too, but true worship
ﬂows from spending 9me with Jesus not independent of Him.
“We beli[le God when we go through the outward mo9ons of worship and take no pleasure in His person.” - John
Piper

Q3. How do you plan to spend ;me with Jesus in the next six months?

B. Grow in faith and understanding of Christ’s glory [Jn. 11]
John 11 records the miracle of Jesus restoring Lazarus’ life ader he had been in the tomb for four days. When Jesus
arrived in Bethany, Mary fell at His feet and said, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”
Jesus saw Mary weeping, and heard her words and then He groaned and wept [Jn. 11:32-35]. Many who were
there assumed that Jesus wept, because of His love for Lazarus. However, since Jesus knew He would momentarily
raise Lazarus from the dead it seems unlikely to me. I believe that Jesus’ sorrow is because Mary did not
appreciate that as the Christ, the Anointed One, that He had all authority over life. And although Lazarus had been
dead for four days, Jesus had the ability to restore life. Through the experience with her brother Lazarus, Mary
would come to realize the Jesus is truly “the resurrec9on and the life.” Thus, her understanding of Christ’s glory
and her faith grew from her experience with Jesus. Those who are growing in their faith and understanding of
Christ’s glory feel compelled to worship Him. No other person or thing that is worthy of our worship, and Jesus is
because of who He is, what He has done, and what He will do.
God is seeking people who worship Him in spirit and truth [Jn. 4:22-24]

Q4. How has growing in your faith and understanding of Christ’s glory impacted your worship?

“Digging Deeper” (opMonal or alternaMve study)

1. What are some of the ways that worship is expressed in the Bible?

2. Read John 4:1-31 regarding Jesus’ encounter with a Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus twice told the
woman that God is seeking people who will worship in spirit and truth [Jn.4:22-24]. Research what it means to
worship in spirit and truth and be plan to share your insights.

3. What else does the John 4:1-31 passage teach us about worship?

Love your neighbor outside the group be.er:

1. Who would like to share how they sought to befriend or build rela9onship with their neighbors where they live,
work, study, or play this past week?
2. Are there some needs that can provide us an opportunity to love our neighbor outside the group?
3. Here is a neighboring idea(s) for us to consider for the week(s) ahead:
Many people host a BBQ as part of their summer plans. Consider hosMng a BBQ for your neighbors, and also try
to accept any invites from your neighbors for their gatherings.

Love your neighbor inside the group be.er:

1. Are there some needs in our group that can provide us an opportunity to love our neighbor within the group?
2. What might we do about that need to help?

Prayer [Loving God and Neighbors be.er]:

Close the NG mee9ng with a 9me of group prayer. Encourage each par9cipant to pray, but don’t force anyone to
pray. Encourage the group to keep their prayers brief so that each person can pray.

Leader Notes:

1. Seek to involve as many group parMcipants as possible. A good group discussion 9me allows people to get to
know the passage and one another be[er.

2. Feel free to pre-select the discussion quesMons that you want to focus on in case there isn’t enough 9me to
answer them all.
3. The “Digging Deeper” secMon provides some opMonal or alternaMve study and discussion acMviMes. As a
group leader, you can choose to focus on the “Digging Deeper” sec9on, include part of that sec9on in your group
mee9ng, or not use it at all. Try to give the group suﬃcient no9ce so they can be prepared for the mee9ng.
4. Every Mme you meet consider asking:
a. What about this passage is parMcularly exciMng, challenging, or confusing? If a leader is uncertain about a
ques9on of doctrine or theology don’t hesitate to follow-up with your coach during the week. Then revisit the
issue(s) when the group gathers next 9me.

